
Marla Piper
July 10, 1955 - December 28, 2025

Marla Cay Piper, 70, of rural Bloomfield, Iowa passed away on December 28,
2025, at MorningStar Assisted Living in West Des Moines, Iowa.  She was
born on July 10, 1955, in Davis County, Iowa to Larry Neil and Mary Lee
Downing Hershey.  She graduated from Davis County High School in 1973
and later that year married Chris Piper on October 27. She attended Indian
Hills Community College where she graduated from the nursing program in
1975. The couple lived in Davis County and raised three children: Holly,
Sadie, and Luke. 

 

Marla enjoyed raising her family on the farm. She tended a large vegetable
garden and perennial flower beds, taking great pride in the beauty and
abundance they provided. She spent her days canning vegetables from her
garden, baking, cooking, quilting, and sewing. There were always fresh
chocolate chip cookies and warm focaccia bread in her kitchen, ready to
share. 

 

Marla had a deep love for animals and nature. Over the years, she raised
sheep and Australian Shepherd puppies, and she spent countless nights in
the barn helping deliver baby lambs and pigs—never shying away from hard
work or long hours. She worked as a nurse in Bloomfield and Ottumwa, a role
that reflected her deeply caring nature. Marla was known for her strong work
ethic, compassion, and her constant willingness to offer kindness to everyone



she met. Family meant everything to Marla. She cherished time spent with
loved ones and especially delighted in spoiling her grandchildren. 

Marla was a member of the Pulaski Mennonite Church and faithfully lived out
her beliefs. 

 

She is survived by her three children, Holly Piper of Des Moines, Sadie
(Michael) Lee of West Des Moines, Luke (Regan) Piper of Bloomfield; twelve
grandchildren, Adeline, Isabel, John, and Elliot Logan, Zoey, Mary, Olivia, and
Delaney Lee, Dani, Ruby, Oriole, and Harv Piper; brother, Tracy (Stephanie)
Hershey of Johnston; and several nieces and nephews. 

 

She was preceded in death by her parents; husband; and brother, Kevin
Hershey. 

 

Marla and her family are grateful to the dedicated staff at MorningStar, St.
Croix Hospice and Tabby for the wonderful care, love and support provided. 

Memorial services will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, January 2, 2026, at the
Wagler Funeral Home in Bloomfield with Dave Schooley officiating.  Visitation
will begin at 9:00 a.m. on Friday with the family present to greet friends from
9:30 a.m. until the time of the service at the funeral home.  In lieu of flowers,
memorials have been established to the Alzheimer's Association and the
Pulaski Mennonite Church.



Previous Events

Visitation

JAN 2. 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Wagler Funeral Home
304 West Jefferson Street
Bloomfield, IA 52537
(641) 664-3421
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/

Visitation with Family Present

JAN 2. 9:30 AM - 11:00 AM (CT)

Wagler Funeral Home
304 West Jefferson Street
Bloomfield, IA 52537
(641) 664-3421
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/

Memorial Service

JAN 2. 11:00 AM (CT)

Wagler Funeral Home
304 West Jefferson Street
Bloomfield, IA 52537
(641) 664-3421
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/

https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/
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Neila Seaman - January 02 at 10:48 AM

Holly, Sadie and Luke, your mother was a sweetheart. I knew her in
high school and then she married your dad. What a pair they were. I
know you’ve all been through alot and you will miss your mom.
Blessings to all of you, Neila McConnell Seaman

Linda Bolick - January 01 at 09:25 AM

A beautiful and great person as a friend and cousin , we had some
great family dinners and get together Love cousin Linda

The Van Arkel family - January 01 at 01:35 AM

The Van Arkel family purchased the Beautiful Dre
ams for the family of Marla Piper.

December 31, 2025 at 11:25 PM

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of
Marla Piper.

https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4270&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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December 31, 2025 at 07:58 PM

Strength & Solace Spray was purchased for the
family of Marla Piper.

Susan Ballard - December 31, 2025 at 11:41 AM

Susan Ballard purchased the Simply Elegant Spa
thiphyllum for the family of Marla Piper.

Andrea, Ryan, Alayna and Ellis Goodwin - December 31, 2025
at 06:12 AM

Andrea, Ryan, Alayna and Ellis Goodwin
purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Marla Piper.

Karen Spargur - December 31, 2025 at 12:35 AM

Karen Spargur lit a candle in memory of Marla
Piper

https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=2988&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Dusti B. - December 30, 2025 at 08:17 PM

Dusti B. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Marla Piper.

R&R Realty Group - December 30, 2025 at 02:55 PM

R&R Realty Group planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Marla Piper.

December 30, 2025 at 02:55 PM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Marla Piper.

December 30, 2025 at 11:03 AM

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for
the family of Marla Piper.

R&R Realty - December 30, 2025 at 10:21 AM

R&R Realty planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Marla Piper.

https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1442&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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December 30, 2025 at 10:21 AM

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Marla Piper.

Jane Carson - December 30, 2025 at 09:48 AM

Her warm smile and gentle spirit will be greatly missed. Jane
Carson

Jane C. - December 30, 2025 at 09:45 AM

Jane C. planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Marla Piper.

Doug and Connie White - December 30, 2025 at 12:02 AM

So very sorry for your loss. Marla always had
a smile when she greeted you.

Fran Harris - December 29, 2025 at 05:44 PM

So sorry for your loss. She was a great lady!

https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.waglerfuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1420&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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Kathy Hartwick - December 29, 2025 at 05:21 PM

Kathy Hartwick lit a candle in memory of
Marla Piper


